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Report of the Forty-first Annual Meeting of the 
ONTARIO HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


The forty-first annual meeting of the Society was held in London, 
Ont., on the 22nd and 23rd June, 1939, an invitation to that city having 
been extended by the London and Middlesex Historical Society. 


Sixty-two names were entered in the attendance register but the act- 
ual number present was much larger. 


Cronyn Hall, St. Paul’s Cathedral, which had been kindly opened for 
the purpose by the Dean and Corporation, was the headquarters for the 
meeting, and here the first session was opened. The Secretary presented 
the following report and financial statements which on motion were 
adopted: 


SECRETARY’S REPORT 


Local Societies: About two months ago your Secretary sent requests to 25 
local societies for reports on their work for the past year. Replies have been received, 
so far, from fourteen. The Norwich Pioneers report an increase in membership from 
45 to 123—a noteworthy showing. The Women’s Canadian Historical Research Society 
of Wellington County had an annual gathering last September at which the attendance 
was 500, the chief attraction being a series of five plays, written by residents of the 
county and based on phases of pioneer life. The Lincoln Historical Society has had 
three joint sessions with the St. Catharines and District Branch of the United Empire 
Loyalists, and its secretary, Mrs. James Brighty, has given no less than 38 addresses 
before school classes, teachers’ meetines, Women’s Institutes, and other gatherings on 
subjects of historical interest. The Kent Historical Society, thanks to the generosity 
of its honorary president, Dr. J. W. Mustard, is publishing an abridgment of its six 
volumes of papers into one \olure. The book is to be distributed to the 270 schools of 
Kent County. The editing and abridging has been done by Mr. Victor Lauriston, and 
the secretary of Society, Miss Pearl Wilson. The majority of the reports show the main 
interest to be in museum work. Althcugh no report has been received from the Kings- 
ton Historical Society note may be made of the transfer of its museum from the Mur- 
ney Tower to the rehabilitated Fort Henry. The work of the local Society, who are our 
hosts, is indicated by the memorandum on the back of the programme for the present 
meeting. During the year steps have been taken to start new societies at Acton, Mid- 
Jand, and Wingham. 


Publications: During the year Vol. 32 of the Society’s Papers & Records has 
been issued. The new volume now going to press will contain an index of the subjects 
covered in those first twenty-two. A project which the Executive Committee has had 
under consideration, but has had to set aside for the present, is the publication of the 
correspondence and other papers relating to the Lieutenant-Governorship of the Hon. 
Peter Hunter. These would form a desirable addition to the Simcoe Papers and Russell 
Papers already published by the Society. The collection and editing has already been 
done by Brig. General E. A. Cruikshank, assisted by the former secretary of the So- 
ciety, Mr. Hunter. Publication will be undertaken when financial conditions make it 
possible. 


Historical Handbook of the Province: A few months ago an arrangement was 
made for an interview between some members of the Txecutive Committee and the 
Ontario Minister of Highways with the idea of getting for Ontaro an historical hand- 
book similar to those produced by other provinces. The Deputy Minister of Kducation, 
Dr. MeArthur, accompanied the deputation. The Hon. Mr. McQuesten received the 
suggestion sympathetically. He promised to take the matter up with his Department 
and thanked the deputation for the promise of the Society’s assistance, 
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Obituary: Miss E. N. Lewis, for some time secretary of the Elgin Historical 
Society, died in the early part of this year. She was an active worker in her local field 
and was the author of “Early Medical Men of Elgin County,” and “Sidelights of the 
Talbot Settlement.” 


Ontario Archives: For a number of years, the President of our Society, Dr. 
Talman, hag been connected with the Provincial Archives. Ilis presence and interest 
there have been highly regarded by professional historians, and students of history, 
both here and abroad. Naturally the sympathy of one in his position with the work of 
our Society has been much to its advantage. Dr. Talman is now leaving the service otf 
the Government to take s position in the University of Western Ontario. In ways that 
need not be mentioned here the change is to his advantage and he is therefore to be 
heartily congratulated. At the same time it is not possible to refrain from an express- 
jon of regret that so important a branch of the Government’s service is losing a man 
of his personality and ability. 


Treasurer’s Statement 
for the year ending 31st May, 1939 


GENERAL ACCOUNT 


Receipts 
Balancevat- 3 Mave 193 Sie... ea eeeeeer ce tee ee eee ae ee $1,807.99 
(Gaeehae amaovii (Oboumewene) LEeniCriapanerdue: ccoSgnapcoassodssoscoshaceonscecsesseasdsiancne 1,000. 
] EA 2) 5 Oe RRR AI NEEL Hah. Ney meR Eb cehet  a io A cstis Dole 
Bondeand bank interestiverccce:. tee ere eee 28.64 


$3,097.63 


Disbursements 


OCCUR I yr sisteeves saccedon ant ccndeeeae steps Ea ee Ry Teen ne one ne $ 500. 
Printing: Vol. 32, Papers & Records $759.13; 
Windsor expenses. $36.79" other S105 7 en aenee ee 807.29 
Postage sand: Ex pYress. oc.:hih ita ee ene aera ae ee ee ANGE TEN 
Subscriptions: Boy Scouts, Windsor, $5; 
Champlain: Socy $10 sCanse Eish..o5 s,m eheee eee 18. 
Repairs’ to ‘typewriter ...4.02:54 occas coe ee 6.87 
Stationery supplies, $4.70; Exchange on cheques, $4.61; 
Rent.of Safety Deposit box, $3-"Sumndry $8 2... Hsp a 
$1,395.18 
Balance at 31 May, 19380" 2. occ eee ee ee $1,702.45 
——_—_—____-— $1,702.45 
$3,097.63 
BRIGADIER GENERAL E, A. CRUIKSHANK ACCOUNT 
Balance ato) May. 1988 <2. eed eee $ 254.91 
Sales of publications” .i.).:..07-¢q ee ee ee 59.65 
Balance at ‘3h MMay 1989 ohne ee ee $ 314.56 
————— 314.56 
LIFE MEMBERSHIP ACCOUNT 
Balance unchanged 202.30 
% MUSEUM FUND 
Balance 31 Mays LOSS” cy cactessuuceone eee ee ee $1,319.78 
Bank and, bold Imterest anise Meer, a 5 eet 37.18 
ane ee $1,356.96 
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SUSPENDED SOCIETIES FUND 


Rema Meret INLAY: |) DBO rescces ccvsve. sas deere hessivesnacusgsecedesslserteecesssaviess 146.63 
Esco aa CaS ee A cae A Cee nto A tee CUR PURE gcA it cs Seava bo estign MRE Gh wavonesas 1.82 
- a 148.45 
Total of balances at 31 May, 1939 Won saat 
Assets to represent balances: 
Casiidn Ihe Canadian Bank of Commerce ......c.ccncccsessevcsseces $2,214.84 
Bonds at values in ledger: 
OO) (Sehetevale  letendewenicuan Hameo eee ree eee $300. 
DOME RON Ole O MU RETO c.2,scsccceeck vacestecestecsusss 548. 


CUMIN CANE ACL el sowie fuses oe cntydn rca vcateud sakes 661.88 1,509.88 $3,724.72 


The Secretary read letters of regret at inability to be present from 
Dr. Coyne, Dr. Jeffreys, Mr. L. B. Duff, and Dr. Holbrook. 


After the election and appointment of the Nomination and Resolu- 
tions Committees the following papers were presented:: 


The Long Point Furnace by W. J. Patterson. This was later publish- 
ed in the September, 1939, issue of the Canadian Mining Journal. 


Diary of H. G. R. Beecher, by Rev. M. A. Garland. A section of this 
diary has appeared in vol. 33 of the Society’s Papers & Records. 


Oil Wells of Western Ontario, by Lt. Col. R. B. Harness. The paper 
was read by Dr. Talman in the absence of the writer. Its publica- 
tion has been held over. 


At the close of the morning session a luncheon was served by the 
ladies of St. Matthew’s Church at which a welcome on behalf of the Mayor 
and Council of London was extended by Mr. Curtis. In the afternoon a 
motor trip was taken through London to Springbank Park and thence to 
the Village of Delaware, site of the first settlement in Middlesex county. 
Here an intersting talk on Ebenezer Allen, the first settler, was given by 
Dr. Morley Bebee Turpin of Rochester University. Supplementary re- 
marks were made by Mr. H. J. Trumper of Delaware. Afternoon tea was 
served by the ladies of the Delaware Women’s Institute. 


In the evening a round table conference on local history took place. 
The London teachers had been specially invited and the attendance was 
gratifying. One of the teachers, Mrs. Fells, of the Lady Beck School, des- 
cribed most interestingly the methods used in her own classes, and the 
substance of her remarks was published later in the September elementary 
issue of The School. 


Mr. Gray of the Ontario Department of Education, Mrs. Brighty of 
St. Catharines, Mr. Williams of Collingwood, Mr. Macdonald of Windsor, 
Professor Landon and Dr. Talman also took part in the discussion. The re- 
sult was a revelation of the extent to which schools and local historical 
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societies were already in co-operation and gave indications of ways in 
which this co-operation might be extended. A report of the conference, 
prepared by Dr. Spragge, appeared in the October secondary edition of 
The School. 


At the opening of the morning session on the 23rd the reports of the 
Nomination and Resolution Committees were received and adopted. 


The following officers for the ensuing year were elected in accord- 
ance with the Nomination Committee’s report: 


President, Dr. James J. Talman, London; Ist Vice Pres., Rev. Perci- 
val Mayes, Niagara Falls, Ont.; 2nd Vice President, Dr. C. W. Jefferys, ” 
York Miils; Secretary-Treasurer, J. McK. Murray, Toronto; additional 
members of the Executive Committee, Dr. George W. Spragge, Toronto, 
Mr. Louis Blake Duff, Welland, Rev. M. A. Garland, London, Miss E. 
Appelbe, Georgetown. 


The resolutions adopted were as follows: 


That the Society expresses its appreciation to the Minister of Education for 
Ontario and the Deputy Minister for their interest in the work of the Society and 
thanks them for the grant of $1,000 for the furtherance of the Society’s work in re- 
search and publication. 


That the Society has viewed with approval the working out of history courses 
for schools as authorized by the Minister of Education, and commends heartily the 
interest in local history shown by the teaching profession. 


That the Secretary express to the President of the University of Western 
Ontario the Society’s gratitude for the use of the University’s grounds and building's 
and its appreciation of the courtesies extended by the University staff. 


That the Secretary forward a letter of appreciation to very Reverend Dean 
Jeakins and the Corporation of St. Paul’s for their kindness in granting the Society 
the facilities of Cronyn Hail, and for the honour of a share by the Society in the un- 
veiling of the Mahlon Burwell memorial window. 


That the Secretary thank the Rector, the Rev. A. Trumper, and the ladies of 
St. Matthew’s Church for the luncheon and dinner kindly provided for the members of 
the Society and their friends, and the ladies of the Women’s Institute, Delaware, for 
their goodness in arranging for an afternoon tea. 


That the Society expresses to the local historical society and committee, and 
in particular to Mr. Orlo Miller, its great appreciation of the excellent arrangements 
made for this meeting. 


That the Society expresses to the London Free Press its appreciation of the 
generous advance publicity and the excellent and extensive reports of the convention, 
and that it desires to congratulate and commend the paper on its interest in local his- 
ory as shown by the paper’s weekly page and by its recent issue, The 90th Milestone. 


That the Secretary express to the Mayor and Council the Society’s apprecia- 
tion of their cordial welcome, 


That the Secretary forward a letter of appreciation to Dr. EK. Seaborne for 
his assistance in planning this meeting, with an expression of regret at his absence 
due to illness and hope for his speedy recovery. Also that the Secretary send letters of 
regret to Dr. Coyne, General Cruikshank, and other members who had expressed in- 
ability to be present, 
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A resolution was presented by Mr. W. J. Patterson recommending to 
the Historic Sites and Monuments Board changes in the bronze plaque 
commemorating the Long Point Furnace. The decision was that instead 
of passing the resolution, the meeting should instruct the Secretary to 
write to the Board, and bring to its attention the points which Mr. Patter- 
son had raised. 


The following papers were presented: 
London's First Murder Trial, by H. Orlo Miller. 
Van Egmond at Montgomery's, by Professor W. B. Kerr. 


Episodes in the History of Medicine in the London District, by Dr. 
Edwin Seaborne. (Read by Professor Landon, the writer being 
absent because of illness.) 


The afternoon session was held at the University of Western Ontario, 
Dr. Philleo Nash of the Royal Ontario Museum gave an interesting, illus- 
trated talk on the excavating work being done on a prehistoric Indian vil- 
lage near Aylmer (Elgin County), and Professor MeclIlwraith of the Mus- 
eum spoke briefly on the discovery of Viking weapons near Lake Nipigon. 
Mr. W. W. Jury of the University dealt with Indian trails in the western 
part of the Province. 


A return was then made to Cronyn Hall, to which a window in mem- 
ory of Col. Mahlon Burwell and Isaac Brock Burwell had shortly before 
been removed from its original placing in the Burwell Memorial Church, 
Caradoc Township. At a service in the Cathedral the window was accept- 
ed and re-dedicated by the Very Rev. C. E. Jeakins, D.D., Rector of the 
Cathedral and Dean of Huron, in response to the request made by Pro- 
fessor Landon and Dr. Talman on behalf of the London & Middlesex His- 
torical Society and the Ontario Historical Society. An interesting feature 
of the event was the attendance of a few of the present representatives of 
the Burwell family. 


An excellent dinner served by the ladies of St. Matthew’s Church 
brought a very satisfactory annual meeting of the Society to a close. 
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REPORT OF THE FORTY-SECOND ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 
ONTARIO HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


In response to a kind invitation from the Board of Trade of Orillia, 
the Ontario Historical Society held its forty-second annual meeting in 
that town on Thursday and Friday, the 20th and 21st June, 1940. Owing 
mainly to war conditions the gathering was not as large as some recent 
meetings. The Y. M. C. A. building was opened to the Society for head- 
quarters. 


Thursday morning: The session was opened with an address of wel- 
come given on behalf of the Town by His Worship, Mayor H. G. Pack. He 
was followed by Mr. G. A. Anderson on behalf of the Board of Trade. Dr. 
James J. Talman, President of the Society, replied to both addresses. He 
dwelt upon the value of historical societies and emphasized the advisabil- 
ity of taking measures to preserve local records having to do with the pre- 
sent war. 


On motion the report of the last annual meeting was adopted. 


The Secretary then presented the following report and financial 
statements which, on motion, were adopted: 


SECRETARY’S REPORT 


Local Societies: The year has been dull with most of the societies. To a request sent 
to twenty-eight, for information regarding their activities, replies have been received 
from twelve, and some of these replies are merely acknowledgements. One society 
which should still have retained some of the enthusiasm of youth, reports that out of a 
paid-up membership of 40, the average attendance at the monthly meetings has been 
five. But there are other cases which show positive results. The Niagara Historical 
Society has issued its publication No. 44, containing documents dated January to 
July, 1813, collected and edited for the Society by the late Brigadier General FE. A. 
Cruikshank. A number of the societies have been getting young people interested 
through their museums and otherwise, thus strengthening the connection between 
themselves and the schools. The Huron Institute has published a catalogue of its col- 
lections. The Wellington County Historical Research Society has held competitions 
for the best collection of snapshots of historic spots in its County, and the Leeds and 
Grenville Society has also been gathering photographs. The Waterloo Historical So- 
ciety is giving attention to the beginning and growth of the smaller communities in 
that County. 


Publications: Vol. 33 of the Society’s Papers and Records was issued some months 
ago. Of older volumes of these and of special publications the sales show a fair in- 
crease, 


Maumee Valley International Historical Convention: Last winter Dr. Quaife of the 
Detroit Public Library approached cur President, with the suggestion that our Society 
should join with the Michigan Historical Commission, the Detroit Historical Society, 
the Ohio Archaeological & Historical Society, the Indiana Socicty of Pioneers, and 
other organizations in a convention to commemorate events in the Maumee River ter- 
ritory of common interest. The suggestion had the approval of some of our active 
members, and as we were assured that there would be no financial responsibility the 
President agreed to have the Society’s name included as an interested organization. 
The convention will be held on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, September 27-29th, 
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1940, at the following points in succession, Toledo, Fort Wayne, Defiaace, Fallen Tim- 
bers, Fort Meigs, and Fort Miamis*, 


Obituary: Within the past year two names have had to be taken from our roll because 
of death. When the Society was reorganized in 1898 under its wider basis of personal 
memberships, one of the first to join was Clarance M. Warner. After serving for four 
years on one of its committees he became a vice-president in 1910. From 1914 to 1916 
he was President. The Lennox and Addington Historical Society came into existence 
in 1907 mainly through his lead, and from that year until 1916 he was its president. 
Several articles from his pen appeared in its publications, 


Another loss has been in the person of D. N. Panabaker. His active interest was 
in the Waterloo Historical Society of which he became president in 1927. He continued 
in that position for several years and a number of valuable papers in his Society’s 
records bear his name. 


J. McE. MURRAY, Secretary. 


Treasurer’s Statements 


for the year ending 31st May, 1940 


GENERAL ACCOUNT Balances 
Receipts 
Pea aera LOB Gio. 5 40, cearctnssidcavesievwerdesancd eccsensidh $1,702.45 
MEROR Ee GOMAVORMIMMEDOLAUG see writs ss ceevaccssoscsieedadeleses.scedsxcbsledtectees 1,000. 
PER kok cas SER PEPE OTE nee CE 9 236. 
Re bree IDC UME IN CG) LINCO MES 21%, ses chcivesks sancbheriscsseunveedeasocce eos ccc 36.79 
$2,975.24 
Disbursements 
ee Ech i eA UE Nt ace fees va Cas cs gee cosdice siybanted ca Beasbaoule Cuidideeiesss $ 500. 
PERRI RAT EE ec ean is 8 oasis vcs gacccvesk bom ch sent teeemunt éceier 699.09 
Par e@e ANG eXPPEss, LESS TECOVETE ascecsscccisseaesecetesnsactsonseaxevsens AN as, 
BD EEL Me ee GE ws oede check feces heecus va ccaaninc ice Cessaisteeinindiesapvene owes 16. 
PeteMuIMINEE Ve uIO OLLICE SUPPLIGS 5, .uccsacssaccavvssoceseescaducsssasoreonerscanescts A.O2 
Pocchamee- On Cheques, JESS PYEMUTUMS .icececec.cecccencsecncesssvsossvevcsece 1.08 
SUSUR. cua ARE SSA ee A 14. 
$1,282.34 
RB ree eret ae LAN, OAs vas can csssecassliviersslesodeonnnasrasczeuseSlalcavi 1,692.90 $1,692.90 


MUSEUM ACCOUNT 


a eam mee CIM IVE SS POS. ooo. cyadses toscsp'etsxssvs/mnsvaacsdecsutes.ssadereds estes dvae $1,356.96 
SEU eae UCHR IO OTN GLAM NU ET OSith cee cenee re es cviou sonvesbesecsouste; Sasevaccesoevesccnceseec Ppleset 


$1,408.10 1,408.10 


“With regard to the Maumee Valley convention mentioned in the Secretary’s re- 
port, a number of impediments prevented the attendance .of many of our members. 
Two past-presidents of the Society took part in the proceedings: Mr. Louis Blake 
Duff as one of the leading speakers, and Mr. George F. Macdonald as a special repre- 
sentative. The thanks of the Society are due to My. Macdonald for the important part 
he took in the committee work prior to the convention. 
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SUSPENDED SOCIETIES ACCOUNT 


Balance atest) Maty,, UGS OMe pesecececec meee tee enn ete. eater cee onan acters $ 148.45 
Bane andi bond) Titereste ca.cc merce eon eee ces eee eee 3.94 
$ 152.39 152.39 


LIFE MEMBERSHIP ACCOUNT 


Balance, cunchanged. <sscqesnss. sso eeeves oct eteeres or coe ree eee ee $ 202.30 202.30 


BRIGADIER GENERAL E. A. CRUIKSHANK ACCOUNT 


Balanceaathes laisse 1 G3 Oi oleate teccysscecaneenn tent ore caer ce ata none Camere een eae $ 314.56 
S55 LES coy fag UL RCA ONG 2 we 25 agh sn vairateet eae etre Save rae ee eee eet erm eee $ 125.50 
$ 440.06 440.06 
TOTAL OF BALANCES | $3,895.75 
ASs ETS 
Bette, MOET AMCES Shaceeeceuceea eet rctelcac as aa ene: ore renee gene In ener $2,385.87 
Debentures: at Book Value: 
SOO, (Cena! IROOM OEVENE  Saonnnonordenosdachooncsbosnsceos pohUXO), 
OK) PCN, Kent  QHMLAIRBIGT sec dosacnoobaxtcooovensdonnccon: 548. 
FOKGY AB Noniinyy ONE AGENCIES aa socnannondnnbtnarsennenconandon 661.88 


= $1,509.88 $3,895.75 


Letters from the Hon. Dr. Simpson, Minister of Education (since de- 
ceased), and from Dr. Stephen Leacock expressing regret at their inabil- 
ity to be present at the annual meeting were read by the Secretary. He 
read also a letter from Mr. W. H. Breithaupt, of Kitchener, mentioning 
some experiences in a trip made by him with two friends in 1879 from 
Orillia to Port Severn and thence to Waubaushene. 


The Nomination and Resclutions Committees were then appointed, 
after which 


Mrs. Cecil H. Wilson read a paper on the Steele Family, and Mr. D. 
Williams (on behalf of the author who was present but was not in voice) 
read a paper by Mr. F. M. delaFosse giving some experiences of life in the 
early days of Muskoka. Summaries of these papers appeared in the Orillia 
Packet and Times of 27th June. The Secretary read a ballad recorded by 
H. D. Troop, entitled “The Song of The Windmill,” which had been for- 
warded with notes by Ernest Green of Ottawa. 


During the morning session brief remarks of an interesting nature 
were made by Mr. William Frost and Mr. Cuppage, both of them repre- 
senting old Orillia families. 


Thursday afternoon: After luncheon the members of. the Society were 
taken on an automobile trip around the shores of Lake Couchiching, visit- 
ing various points of interest. Mr. C. H. Hale acted as guide. He had com- 
piled a valuable booklet for the occasion. Outstanding features of the trip 
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were visits to the park to view the Champlain monument and_ historical 
tablets, to the Indian village site at the golf oe and to the Indian 
school at Rama where copies of pictures by Dr. C. W. Jefferys were found 
hanging on the walls. The children were delighted to see the artist in 
person and to have him put his name to the pictures. 


Thursday evening: After a supper to which the members were generously 
treated as guests of the Mayor and Council of the tow n, an address entitled 
Acres of diamonds discovered in North York was made by Mr. J. 00 
Walton of Aurora. He was followed by Dr. Percy J. Robinson of St. An- 
drew’s College, who spoke on The Orillia region before 1800, with lantern 
slide illustrations. The substance of these addresses also appeared in the 
Orillia Packet and Times of 27th June. 


Friday morning: The report of the Nomination Committee was adopted 
on motion. It named the following officers for the new year: 


President, Rev. Percival Mayes of Niagara Falls, Ont.; First Vice 
President, Dr. C. W. Jefferys, of York Mills; Second Vice President, Dr. 
George W. Spragge, Toronto; Treasurer, Mr. J. McE. Murray, Toronto; 
additional members of Executive Committee, Rev. M. A. Garland, London, 
Miss E. Appelbe, Georgetown, Professor R. G. Trotter, Queen’s Univers- 
ity, and Lt. Col. H. C. Curry, Brockville. Dr. Talman, as Immediate Past 
President is, ex officio, also a member of the Committee. 


Resolutions offered by the Resolutions Committee were adopted on 
motion. They expressed the Society’s appreciation and gratitude to 


The Minister of Education and the Deputy Minister of Education 
of the Province for their interest in the Society’s work, and for the 
grant of $1,000. to the Society’s funds. 

The Mayor and Council of Orillia for their welcome and for the 
generosity of their entertainment at supper. 

The President and members of the Board of Trade for their wel- 
come and for their arrangements in connection with the automo- 
bile trip, with special thanks to Mr. C. H. Hale for guidance during 
the tour, for the special booklet compiled by him for the occasion, 
and for the great interest taken by him in all the proceedings. 

The officers of the Y.M.C.A. for their courtesy in opening rooms 
for the sessions of the convention. 

Mr. Harold Rolland for his offer to take the members on an auto- 
bus boat trip around Lake Couchiching. 


On motion of Mr. D. Williams, seconded by Mr. George F. Macdonald 
the Society expressed its appreciation of the services of Dr. Talman -dur- 
ing his presidency during the previous three years. 

Reference was made to the serious condition of Mr. A. F. Hunter, 
and the Secretary was instructed to send him a letter expressing the sym- 
pathy of the members" 


*Since the date of the meeting Mr, Hunter has passed away. 
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The new Vice President, Dr. Jefferys, having taken the chair, in the 
absence of Mr. Mayes, Dr. Talman made an address on the Monck Road 
with a map to illustrate his remarks. He was followed by the Rev. R. T. C. 
Dwelly with a paper on St. James’, Penetanguishene of which church he 
is the present rector, and by Mr. Murray with a paper on Chartered banks 
in Simcoe County. The substance of the address and the two papers ap- 
peared in the edition of the Orilha Packet and Times already mentioned. 


The concluding feaature of the session was a luncheon, followed by 
an address by His Honour, Judge Tudhope, of Brockville, who narrated 
many interesting events and experiences in the early days of Orillia. When 
he had finished, the Chairman, Dr. Talman, after thanking His Honour, 
brought the annual meeting to a close. 


In the afternoon several members, who were able to stay over, avail- 
ed themselves af the generous offer of Mr. Rolland to take them on a boat 
trip about the lake. The trip was very much enjoyed. 


{ 
ine 
a oe 


™ : 


Sie 


14 
, 


IN MEMORIAM 


Andrew Frederick Hunter 
(December 31, 1863—October 19, 1940) 


The following notice appeared in the ‘Toronto 
Globe and Mail of October 21, 1940: 


“Passed away on Saturday, October 19, 1940, at his 
home, 45 Hewitt Avenue, Toronto, Andrew Frederick 
Hunter, in his 77th vear, son of the late William Tel- 
fer and Martha Hunter of Barrie, Ont.” 


The late A. F. Hunter was not only Secretary of the Ontario Histori- 
cal Society for over seventeen years; his interests and influence extended 
to other fields as well. 


He graduated from the University of Toronto in 1889, with first 
class honors in physics. In 1892 he submitted to the University a thesis on 
electro-magnetic action and was admitted to the degree of Master of Arts. 
It was natural that, with such inclinations, he should be found associated 
in 1890 with a small group calling itself the Astronomical and Physical 
Society of Toronto, Jater to grow into the Royal Astronomical Society of 
Canada. Of the latter body he was General Secretary, 1920-1923, Vice- 
President, 1924-5, and President, 1926-7. The printed proceedings of the 
Society show him as a contributor of articles and notes and as a _ partici- 
pant in recorded discussions. 


When the American Association for the Advancement of Science met 
in Toronto in 1889 he became a member. Seven years later, when the Asso- 
ciation met in Buffalo, he was elected a Fellow. 


Immedately after his graduation in 1889, Mr. Hunter became the 
editor and publisher of the Barrie Kxaminer and continued his connection 
with that paper until 1895. 


Between 1904 and 1908 he was engaged by the Geological Survey of 
Canada in tracing high shore lines, particularly in the Counties of Sim- 
coe, Grey, Wellington, and Bruce. His findings are recorded in the reports 
of that body for the vears 1903 to 1907. 


It is, however, chieflv as an archaeologist and historian that he is 
known to the members of the Ontario Historical Society. 

As early as 1889, a paper by him on French relics from village sites 
of the Hurons in the counties of Simcoe, York and Ontario, had appeared 
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in the report of the Provincial Archaeologist. In the volume of Transac- 
tions of the Canadian Institute for 1892 he had a paper on National char- 
acteristics and migrations of the Hurons as indicated by their remains in 
North Simcoe. These papers were forerunners of a series of reports on 
Indian sites and ossuaries in the townships of Tiny, Tay, Medonte, Oro, 
and South Orillia, Simcoe County, published in 1899, 1900, 1902, 1908, 
1904, and 1907, under the authority of the Department of Education of 
the Province of Ontario. In the preface to one of these publications Mr. 
Hunter stated that he had begun to gather his notes in 1887. In the 
1896-7 report of the Provincial Archaeologist was given a bibliography of 
the archaeology of Ontario prepared by him. He also donated or lent to 
the Provincial Museum, housed at that time in the Normal School build- 
ing, Toronto, specimens of arrowheads, axes, pipes, beads, etc., found by 
him at the Indian sites he had examined. When the Provincial Museum 
was merged with the Royal Ontario Museum, a few years ago, some of 
these were transferred to the latter institution. Other specimens were do- 
nated to the museum established in Barrie in recent years by the Wo- 
men’s Institutes. “His reputation as an archaeologist,” said his friend, the 
late Brigadier General E. A. Cruikshank, ‘‘was not confined to Canada; 
he was well known in the United States. He contributed many valuable 
notes to the monumental work of Dr. Reuben Gold Thwaites on the re- 
cords of the Jesuit missionaries in the early days of Huronia.” Dr. 
Thwaites himself pays tribute to Hunter’s generous assistance. 


In 1891 the Simcoe Pioneer and Historical Society was organized, 
with Mr. Hunter as its secretary. Of the six numbers of Pioneer Papers 
issued by that Society between 1908 and 1917 he was the editor, and al- 
though his name does not appear as a contributor it is well known that he 
was the moving spirit of the Society. Moreover he had already done im- 
portant work in the historical field. In the Barrie Kavaminer, from 24th 
October, 1889, to 5th February, 1891, had appeared a series of articles 
that were the foundation for his History of Simcoe County, published by 
the County Council, in two volumes, in 1909. 


It was as a representative of the Simcoe County Pioneer and Histori- 
cal Society that he opened his connection in 1892 with the Ontario Histori- 
cal Society (then called the Pioneer and Historical Association of the 
Province of Ontario.) He was at once chosen as a member of the Execu- 
tive Committee, and when the society was reorganized in 1898 under its 
present name he became one of the new Councillors, a position to which 
he was annually reappointed—with the exception of the few years of his 
connection with the Geological Survey—until he took over the Secretary- 
ship of the Society on Ist October, 1913. In 1911 he had been elected an 
honorary member. He continued as Secretary until February, 1931, when 
a serious impairment of health compelled his retirement. 


His contribution to the work of the Ontario Historical Society was 
not confined to the routine duties of his position. Twelve articles in the 
Society’s Papers and Records bear his name as author or collaborator. The 
subjects are varied,—historical, biographical, genealogical, ethnographi- 
cal, economic. His transcripts of probated wills of men prominent in the 
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affairs of early Upper Canada, are a valuable record for the student. Tn 
connection with the Society’s Simcoe Papers and Russell Papers and with 
the unpublished Hunter Papers, collected and edited by the late Brigadier 
E. A. Cruikshank, he gave material assistance. ‘““My personal obligations 
to him,” said the General, are very great indeed.” tub 


It is nearly ten years since Mr. Hunter retired from the secretary 
ship of the Society, and in that interval many who had been close te= him 
have passed away. The present writer did not make his acquaintance until 
after his illness. The above record, however, shows him as a man with 
high abilities. Less gifted men have received more public notice, but he 
does not seem to have had any urge to seek the limelight. His satisfaction 
was apparently in his scientific and historical interests. This may explain 
why he never married. His private library has a wide range, and notes 
made by him in the margin of his books indicate that he read with an 
alert mind. Those who approached him for information could always 
count upon courteous assistance. 


At the 1931 meeting of the Society, held in Collingwood, the follow- 
ing resolution was moved by the late Brigadier-General Cruikshank, and 
seconded by Dr. J. H. Coyne: 


That the Society expresses its highest appreciation of the 
long and devoted service renderd by Mr. Andrew F. Hunter 
as secretary, member of the Council, and editor of its publi- 
catisns for eighteen years, and extends to him its heartfelt 
svmpathy in his present serious illness. 


Both mover and seconder said that they had had an acquaintance with Mr. 
Hunter extending over fifty years. They supplemented their motion with 
remarks that will form a fitting conclusion to what has been said above. 


“The services rendered by Mr. Hunter,” said General Cruikshank,” 
were inexpressibly valuable, and he deserves well not only of this Society, 
but of the people of Ontario as well. His services have never been ade- 
quately recognized by us or other people, because Mr. Hunter was a retir- 
ing, reserved, and unassuming man.” 


Dr. Coyne added: “There is no person to whom the people of Ontario 
are so much indebted as to Mr. Hunter for his self-sacrifice and zeal in his 
historical work.” 

Toronto, 20 November, 1940 J. McK. MURRAY, 


Secretary Ontario Historical Society. 


